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Looking Forward: Polly Staple

BY POLLY STAPLE

Curators from influential institutions predict their Frieze London highlights

Shadi Habib Allah, 'Evacuated Containers', 2013, installation view at Green Art Gallery, Dubai. Courtesy: the artist and

Green Art Green, Dubai

| am drawn to the solo presentation by Shadi Habib Allah (Green Art Gallery, Dubai, G27). | first saw
his work in the ‘Frozen Lakes’ show at Artists Space in New York, and he also participated in the last
New Museum Triennial with a video piece that documented smuggling in the Sinai Desert. His work
often explores shadow economies, and the sometimes-unseen travel routes of goods. Having been
born a Palestinian in Jerusalem, Habib Allah brings a sense of the entrenched relationship between
history, mythology and politics in the region where he grew up, but puts that in dialogue with
contemporary developments in technology, for example, or the urgency of daily life in New York
City. His last show at Rodeo, London, featured a video of a lump of cooking fat sliding through the
extremely evocative, and | expect this new installation - featuring interrupted audio of

conversations between Bedouins - will be too.
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